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The Plant Kingdom

the atmosphere. These plants are exceedingly important from the
standpoint of agriculture and will be discussed later.

Parasites. Many
parasites live much as
do saprophytes except
that they are attached
to living organisms
from which they ob-
tain food. Figs. 60,61
show the relation of
the well-known para-
site Cuscuta (dodder)
to the host. The stem
produces haustoria
which enter the host.
In Fig. 61 it will be
seen that the cells of
the haustorium are be-
tween the phloem and
the xylem of the stem
of the host, and so are
in a favorable position
to absorb both food
and water. The xylem
of the haustorium is
in contact with that of
the host. It can be
recognized by the spi-

Fic. 61. Section through haustoria and portion of
host of Cuscuta (see Fig. 60)

Note that cells of the haustorium are between

the xylem and the phloem of the host, and that the

xylem of the parasite is in contact with that of

the host. (X70)

ral thickenings on the
walls. Some plants,
such as the mistletoe
(Fig. 8), are abun-
dantly supplied with
chloroplasts, and their chief dependence on the host is for water,
though they must also depend on it for those other elements which
autotrophic plants derive from the soil. Such plants are known as
heraiparasites,